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The Society of American Foresters (SAF) Council met March 12-13, 2005, at Wild Acres in Bethesda, Maryland.  The Council spent a full day discussing the Volunteer Organization Structure (VOS) report and received preliminary comments from units of SAF, including the Forest Science and Technology Board (FS&TB).  On the following day the Council discussed a wide range of issues, many of which have relevance for the Working Groups (WGs) and FS&TB.  This report is intended to provide an update and to alert WG officers and Subject Area Representatives (SARs) to FS&TB actions that will occur over the next year.

VOLUNTEER ORGANIZATION STRUCTURE REPORT
SAF Council is extremely interested in how to best meet both practitioners’ needs for technical information and scientists’ and researchers’ needs.  Some WGs have expressed a desire to maintain national connections with others in their specializations in order to best respond to technical information demands.  Preliminary comments that were developed after a conference call by FS&TB are attached.  These comments do not necessarily represent a consensus by the SARs on FS&TB.  Based on input received from many SAF units, including FS&TB, the Council is moving back its deadline for comments on the VOS report.  President Helms encouraged WGs and FS&TB to provide a cogent proposal on how WGs or Interest Groups should be structured and managed.  I will ask each SAR to convene a conference call of their WG to receive your ideas and feedback prior to the Fort Worth meeting.  We will include a discussion of the VOS report and how to respond at the WG Officers meeting in Fort Worth.  Final comments on the VOS report should be received by November 9, 2005, to be fully considered by the Council.
2005 AND 2006 NATIONAL CONVENTIONS
Planning for the 2005 convention in Fort Worth, Texas, provided WGs with an opportunity for the first time in several years to make a substantial contribution to the technical program.  I am very proud of the effort that WGs and SARs made to get the technical program together.  This level of support means that the model will probably continue in the future.  The first planning meeting for the 2006 National Convention (Pittsburg, PA) will be held May 20 at SAF headquarters in Bethesda.  I will ask two SARs to serve on the committee and represent WG and FS&TB interests in planning the technical program.  For those of you who prepared technical sessions that could not be accommodated in this year’s program, I want to express my sincere regret that all presentations could not be included.  I encourage you to consider presenting a poster on your topic.  There is still time to submit posters, and poster presenters will have an opportunity to publish as part of the SAF National Convention Proceedings.  I will send out additional calls for posters prior to the National Convention.  I would like to have a brief training session at our officers’ meeting in Fort Worth on how to submit and manage papers or session proposals.  I want to make the system as easy to use as possible.  Please forward suggestions to me on how to make the process better based on your experiences with the 2005 Convention planning.
TERMINOLOGY EXPERTS

Terminology seems to be a hot topic in forest science.  The International Union of Forest Research Organizations (IUFRO) has asked SAF President John Helms to identify experts who can assist in defining key terms for a directory of terminology.  President Helms indicates that “Michele Kaennel Dobbertin, who is the Coordinator of IUFRO’s Working Group 6.03.02 ‘Trends in Forest Terminology,’ asked me if I would bring to your attention an opportunity for forest scientists around the world to self-identify as experts in particular fields of forestry for the purpose of clarifying forest terminology.”  John goes on to say that, “…many forestry terms have different definitions that vary among regions and countries.  This leads to imprecise and ambiguous communications and presents particular problems when collaborating in research, compiling world statistics, or developing international agreements.  IUFRO participates with other interested parties in addressing this problem by considering opportunities and needs for interoperability, harmonization, and standardization of forest terminology.”  A letter and form for response to IUFRO is attached to this message.
ON-LINE DICTIONARY OF FORESTRY

WGs played a central role in development of the Dictionary of Forestry.  SAF is entering into a partnership with USDA Forest Service to put the Dictionary on-line so the public can search for key words and find definitions on the worldwide web.  Dr. John Helms, who served as editor for the Dictionary, would like to initiate a process with WGs to begin reviewing and commenting on missing terms or modifications and corrections that should be made in the Dictionary.  This should evolve into an ongoing process by which new terms or modifications of definitions are continuously supplied to SAF.  Dr. Helms will lead this effort.  WGs should begin assessing the terms in the Dictionary of Forestry and determining where corrections or additions should be made.  If new terms or corrections are identified they should be forwarded to Dr. Helms at helms@nature.berkeley.edu.  If you are like me, you have stuffed your dictionary with key words and definitions that were not included in the first edition.
LEADERSHIP ACADEMY

The SAF Leadership Academy will be held June 11 to 14, 2005, in Nebraska City, Nebraska.  This can be a rewarding experience and provide new insights into how SAF operates and how to be a leader.  See http://www.safnet.org/meetings/leadershipacad.cfm for details.
POSITION PAPERS

Several position papers are currently in review or being considered.  Please make sure that your WG is providing comments to the Committee on Forest Policy if appropriate.  Position papers under review, development, or consideration include:

· Forest Inventory and Analysis Program

· Harvesting on federal lands
· Herbicide use in forest management

· Conservation easements

· People and forests

· Invasive species

· EPA rulemaking on aerial application of herbicides

· Federal tax treatment and timber investment

WHITE PAPER ON OLD GROWTH
SAF has been asked to develop a position on old growth forests.  The Council was cautious about this request and asked that the FS&TB and WGs develop a white paper that discusses the definition and values of old growth forests.  We may attempt to develop a website that can show regional variations and conditions of old-growth.  Please contact me (GIce@wcrc-ncasi.org) if you are interested in working on this white paper.
Attachment
